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REACHING IN, REACHING OUT

James McGowan piano

Alex Moxon electric guitar

Jean-Philippe (JP) Lapensée electric bass
James Holmes drums

Cendrine Despax violin

Jean Despax violin

Olivier Philippe-Auguste viola

Valérie Despax cello

All compositions by James McGowan
Part 1: Confronting our internal

Thoughts and Prayers
Internal Conflict
Grief and Despair
Uncertain Future
Reaching In

Part 2: Engaging with the external
Through My Tears, | Smile
Time to Rise
Alone in a Crowd
Inner Peace

Reaching Out

Next DOMS concert: A LA FRANCAISE (June 8)

Victor Herbiet and Jean Desmarais play some of their favourite works for saxophone
and piano by francophone composers from France, Belgium, Québec and Ontario.



Modasaurus is a jazz-fusion quartet led by Dr. James McGowan, Asso-
ciate Professor of Music, Carleton University Chair in Teaching Innova-
tion and award-winning composer, pianist, educator, and music theorist.
The quartet, formed in 2016, also includes Alex Moxon (electric guitar),
JP Lapensée (six-string bass), and Jamie Holmes (drums). Modasaurus’
second album 4K, released in 2020, received worldwide radio play and
multiple positive reviews. “Canadian quartet Modasaurus display expert
musicianship in a ses-
sion firmly rooted in
contemporary jazz fu-
sion. Modasaurus is a
quartet of extremely
skilled musicians who
combine styles ex-
pertly and turn 4K into
a great success,” writes
Elliot Marlow-Stevens,
Jazz Journal (UK).

The Modasaurus ensemble becomes an octet by joining with Quatuor
Despax. This string
quartet of four broth-
ers and sisters was
formed in 2003 in Gati-
neau and has per-
formed widely locally,
nationally, and in Eu-
rope and South Amer-
ica. For this concert,
Cendrine, Valérie and
Jean are joined by viol-
ist Olivier Philippe-Auguste. The new expanded Modasaurus octet is part
of a new extensive project of songs-without-words by James McGowan
that embraces a variety of classical and jazz idioms in a unique fusion.
Binding the elements of the musical story together is the tight motivic
integration of musical figures and gestures that communicate specific
raw emotions and extra-musical ideas.

PP for the Arts du Canada

Arts in producing this concert.



